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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF MESSIAH LUTHERAN BRETHREN CHURCH 

OF NEW JERSEY 

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 22, 2017 

(Bylaws Amended February 15, 2017) 

 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost  Amen. 

 

We, the members of the Church of Christ, desiring to be blessed together with Word and 

Sacrament and to unite as a congregation in the common confession, defense and propagation 

of our faith in Jesus Christ our Savior, do hereby adopt this constitution and solemnly pledge 

ourselves to be governed by its provisions. 

 

 

ARTICLE I - Name and Incorporation 

 

 

Section 1. The name of this congregation shall be Messiah Lutheran Brethren Church 

of New Jersey. 

 

Section 2. For the purposes of this constitution and the accompanying by-laws, 

Messiah Lutheran Brethren Church of New Jersey is hereafter designated as 

"this congregation." 

 

Section 3. This congregation shall be incorporated under the laws of the State of New 

Jersey. 

 

 

ARTICLE II - Confession of Faith 

 

 

Section 1.             This congregation confesses that Jesus Christ is the only foundation for life 

and salvation.  As it is written in the Book of Concord: 

 

"The first and chief article is this, that Jesus Christ, our God and Lord was put to death for our 

trespasses and raised again for our justification (Rom 4:25).  He alone is ‘the lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world’ (John 1:24)   ‘God has laid upon Him the iniquities of us all’ 

(Isa. 53:6).  Moreover, ‘all have sinned,’ and ‘they are justified by His grace as a gift, through 

the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, by his ‘blood’ (Rom. 3:23-25).  Inasmuch as this must 

be believed and cannot be obtained or apprehended by any work, law or merit, it is clear and 

certain that such faith alone justifies us…” 
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“Nothing in this article can be given up or compromised, even if heaven and earth and things 

temporal should be destroyed.  For as St. Peter says, ‘There is no other name under heaven 

given among men by which we must be saved’ (Acts 4:12) (Smalcald Articles #1-5).” 

 

Section 2.  This congregation confesses that all 66 books which comprise the holy scriptures of 

the Old and New Testaments are the Word of God, given by inspiration of the Holy Spirit for 

the purpose of man’s salvation.  Through the scriptures, the Holy Spirit informs and convinces 

us that His Word is true, that He will keep all His promises to us, and testifies in our hearts that 

our faith in Christ is not in vain.  “Sanctify them through Thy truth; Thy Word is truth” (John 

17:17) 

 

  We receive the Bible as our only authentic and infallible source of God’s revelation to us and 

all men, and that it is the only inerrant and completely adequate source and norm of Christian 

doctrine and life.  As it is stated in the “Formula of Concord”:  We believe, teach and confess 

that the prophetic and apostolic writings of the Old and New Testament are the only rule and 

norm according to which all doctrines and teachers alike must be appraised and judged.” 

 

  “Other writings of ancient and modern teachers, whatever their name should not be put on a 

par with Holy Scriptures.  Every single one of them should be subordinated to the scriptures 

and should be received in no other way and no further than as witnesses to the fashion in which 

the doctrine of the prophets and apostles was preserved in post-apostolic times…..” 

 

  “Immediately after the time of the apostles – in fact, already during their lifetime – false 

teachers and heretics invaded the Church.  Against these the ancient church formulated 

symbols (that is, brief and explicit confessions) which were accepted as the unanimous, 

catholic, Christian faith and confessions of the orthodox and true church, namely the Apostles 

Creed, Nicene Creed and the Athanasian Creed.  We pledge ourselves to these, and we hereby 

reject all heresies and teachings which have been introduced into the Church of God contrary to 

them.” 

 

  “We hold that the Bible, as a whole and in all its parts, is the Word of God under all 

circumstances regardless of man’s attitude toward it.  ‘All scripture is given by inspiration of 

God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  

That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works’ (2 Tim. 3:16-

17).” 

 

  “The Bible is the word of God, given by inspiration of the Holy Spirit through human 

personalities in the course of human history.  ‘No prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s 

own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by 

the Holy Spirit spoke from God’  (2 Peter 1:20-21) 

  

  “We acknowledge with humble gratitude the condescending love of God in speaking to men 

through the agency of human language.  We reject all rationalizing processes which would 

explain away either the divine or the human factor in the Bible.” 
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  Confessional Lutheranism has always recognized that faithfully executed exegesis
1
 and 

Christ-honored hermeneutics
2
 are practiced by those who love the Lord Jesus.  Such 

faithfulness in the stewardship of the Holy Scriptures takes into account the entire history of 

the transmission of the Holy Scriptures.  Individualistic, non-confessional teachings, writings 

and proclamations of the Word which are contrary to the teachings of Christ, scripture and to 

the confessional documents constitute a threat to sound theology, which is the treasure of the 

Church. 
 

Section 3.     This congregation confesses: 
 

A. Grace alone:  We affirm that sinners are saved by grace through a faith relationship                                                                 

with our Lord Jesus Christ (Eph 2:8-9, Rom 5:1). 
 

B. Faith alone and scripture alone:  We affirm the ministry of Word and Sacrament                  

(Baptism and Holy Communion), Law and Gospel, repentance and forgiveness of 

sins which our Lord Jesus Christ has given to His Church (Luke 24:47). 
 

Section 4.    This congregation confesses the new birth through faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and                                                  

Savior, through Word and Sacrament.  This leads a person to be a new creature in Christ and to                         

have new attitudes.  St. Paul says it clearly in 2 Cor 5:17 – “If any man is in Christ he is a new 

creation, the old has passed away; and the new has come.”  Such a new life in Christ will 

express itself in a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, consistent prayer life, faithful 

witnessing and ongoing worship “in spirit and in truth” (John 4:23). 
 

  We affirm: Evangelism and world mission are central not only to what the church does, but 

also to what the church is.  We stress by word and life our commitment to bring the gospel to 

the whole world according to the command of Christ (Acts 1:8). 
 

Section 5.    This congregation accepts the Apostle’s, Nicene and Athanasian creeds as true 

declarations of the faith of the Church. 
 

Section 6.   This congregation accepts the confessional writings of the Lutheran Church 

contained in the Book of Concord, (including the Augsburg Confession and Luther’s Small 

Catechism) because they are a true exposition of the Bible’s message. 
 

Section 7.  The Church Universal consists of all those who truly believe in Jesus Christ as 

Savior.  The local congregation is the communion of saints or true believers “in which the 

gospel is rightly taught and the sacraments are rightly administered.”  Therefore, it follows that 

the membership of the local congregation shall comprise only those who by life and testimony 

show that they are living in fellowship with Jesus Christ.  We practice the congregational form 

of church government and the autonomy of the local congregation.  We recognize that the 

                                                         
1
 Exegesis – “to examine a portion of scriptuire and draw out of it the meaning intended.” 

2
 Hermeneutics –“The science of art of interpretation.  The bringing of the gospel message to the people in our 

day.” 



 

Constitution of Messiah Lutheran Brethren Church 

 4 

synod has an advisory function rather than a ruling function.  Its power to rule extends to the 

cooperative efforts of the congregations of the synod (such as the Lutheran Brethren Schools,  

Faith and Fellowship Press, Home Missions, World Mission etc.) and not to the local 

congregation. 

 

 

ARTICLE III - Nature of the Church 

 

Section 1.  All power in the church belongs to our Lord Jesus Christ, its head.  All actions of 

this congregation are to be carried out under his rule and authority. 

 

Section 2.  Our aim, in obedience to the Lord’s command, is, by the preaching of the Word and 

the exercise of the gifts of grace, to win souls for Christ and to strengthen the believers.  It is 

also our purpose to join with the other congregations of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren in 

the ventures of faith that God gives us in missions and in Christian education. 

 

Section 3.  Since, according to Scripture and our Lutheran Confession, only regenerated 

persons, such as make up the body of Christ, can truly constitute the church, it follows that the 

local congregation has no Biblical authority to have other members than those whose life and 

testimony witness that they through regeneration (a new birth) and a living faith have 

communion with Christ, the Head of the Church.  Since also it is the will of God according to 

Scripture that the Church of Christ shall appear in the world as an externally visible organism, 

it becomes necessary for the individual believers in every locality to unite themselves into 

assemblies of congregations, in order thereby most effectively to discharge their duties, to wit:  

inwardly by its chastening, guiding and sanctifying power to effect its own preservation and 

growth, and outwardly by its quickening and disseminating activity in its position as the light 

and salt of the world. 

 

 

ARTICLE IV - Statement of Purpose 

 

Section 1.  The Church is a people created by God in Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

called and sent to bear witness to God’s creative, redemptive and sanctifying activity in the 

world. 

 

Section 2.  To participate in God’s mission, this congregation, as part of the Church, shall: 

 

A. Worship God in proclamation of the Word and administration of the Sacraments and 

through lives of prayer, praise, thanksgiving, witness and service. 

 

B. Proclaim God’s saving gospel of justification by grace for Christ’s sake through faith 

alone, according to the apostolic witness of the Holy Scriptures, preserving and 

transmitting the gospel faithfully to future generations. 

 

C. Carry out Christ’s great commission by reaching out to all people to bring them to faith 

in Christ. 



 

Constitution of Messiah Lutheran Brethren Church 

 5 

 

D. Serve in response to God’s love to meet human needs, caring for the sick, the aged, 

advocating dignity and justice for all people, working for peace and reconciliation 

among the nations, standing with the poor and powerless and committing itself to their 

needs. 

 

E. Nurture its members in the Word of God so as to grow in faith, hope and love.  To see 

daily life as the primary setting for the exercise of their Christian calling and to use the 

gifts of the Spirit for their life together and for their calling in the world. 

 

F.  Manifest the unity given to the people of God by living together in the love of Christ 

and by joining with other Christians in prayer and action to express and preserve the 

unity which the Spirit gives. 

 

G. Preserve the sanctity of human life including that of the unborn, the sick and the aged. 

 

 

Section 3.   To fulfill these purposes, this congregation shall: 

 

A. Provide services of worship at which the Word of God is preached and the Sacraments 

are administered. 

 

B. Provide pastoral care and assist all members to participate in this ministry. 

 

C. Challenge, equip, and support all members in carrying out their calling in their daily 

lives and in their congregation. 

 

D. Teach the Word of God. 

 

E. Witness to the reconciling work of God in Christ, reaching out to all people. 

 

F. Response to human need, work for justice and peace, care for the sick and the suffering, 

and participate responsibly in society. 

 

G. Motivate its members to provide financial support for the congregation’s ministries and 

the ministry of other parts of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren of America. 

 

H. Foster and participate in interdependent relationships with other congregations, the 

district, and the Church of the Lutheran Brethren of America as a whole. 

 

I. Foster and participate in ecumenical relationships with other churches with like 

confessions of faith concerning issues of salvation. 

 

 

Section 4.  This congregation shall, once every five (5) years, adopt a mission statement which 

will provide specific direction for its program. 
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ARTICLE V - Church Affiliation 

 

Section 1.  This congregation shall be an interdependent part of the Church of the Lutheran 

Brethren of America and of the Eastern Region of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren of 

America. 

 

Section 2.  This congregation acknowledges its relationship with the Church of the Lutheran 

Brethren of America in which: 

 

A. This congregation agrees to be responsible for its life as a Christian community. 

 

B. This congregation pledges its financial support and participation in the life and mission         

of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren of America. 

 

C. This congregation agrees to call pastoral leadership from the clergy roster of the  

          Church of the Lutheran Brethren of America in accordance with its call procedures        

 except in special circumstances and with the approval of the president of the Region. 

             

D. This congregation agrees to file this constitution and any subsequent changes to this                             

         constitution with the Region for review to ascertain that all of its provisions are in a       

agreement with the constitution and by-laws of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren of                                                                               

America. 

 

Section 3.  Affiliation with the Church of the Lutheran Brethren of America may be terminated 

as follows: 

 

A. This congregation takes action to dissolve. 

 

B. This congregation ceases to exist. 

 

C. This congregation is removed from membership in the Church of the Lutheran Brethren of 

America according to the procedures for discipline of the Church of the Lutheran 

Brethren of America. 

 

D. The Church of the Lutheran Brethren of America either merges divides or changes its 

statement of faith, making it possible for this congregation to decide to terminate its 

affiliation without prejudice to the distribution of property or assets. 

 

E. This congregation follows the procedures outlined in Article V, Section 4. 

 

 

Section 4.     This congregation may terminate its relationship with the Church of the Lutheran 

Brethren of America by the following procedure: 
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A. A resolution indicating the desire of this congregation to terminate its relationship with      

the Church of the Lutheran Brethren of America must be adopted at a legally called 

and conducted special meeting of this congregation by a two-thirds majority of the 

Confessing members present. 

 

B. The secretary of this congregation shall submit a copy of this resolution to the Region                                                        

president and shall mail a copy of the resolution to Confessing members of this 

congregation.  This notice shall be submitted within 10 days after the resolution is 

adopted. 

 

C. A certified copy of the resolution to terminate its relationship shall be sent to the     

Region president, at which time the relationship between this congregation and the 

Church of the Lutheran Brethren of America shall be terminated. 

 

D. Notice of this termination shall be forwarded by the Region president to the secretary of  

this congregation and published in the periodical of the Church of the Lutheran 

Brethren of America. 

 

 

ARTICLE VI - Property Ownership 

 

Section 1.    If this congregation ceases to exist, title to undisposed property shall pass to the 

Church of the Lutheran Brethren of America. 

 

Section 2.    If this congregation is removed from membership in the Church of the Lutheran 

Brethren according to its procedure for discipline, title to property shall continue to reside in 

this congregation. 

 

Section 3.    If a two-thirds majority of the voting members of this congregation, present at a 

regularly called and conducted special meeting of this congregation, vote to transfer to another 

Lutheran Church body, title to property shall continue to reside in this congregation. 

 

Section 4.    If a two-thirds majority of the voting members of this congregation present at a 

regularly called and conducted special meeting of this congregation, vote to become non-

denominational or to relate to a non-Lutheran church body, title to the property of this 

congregation shall continue to reside in this congregation only with the consent of the Church 

of the Lutheran Brethren of America.  If the Church of the Lutheran Brethren of America gives 

approval to the request to become non-denominational or to relate to a non-Lutheran Church 

body, title shall remain with the majority of the congregation.  If the Church of the Lutheran 

Brethren of America fails to give such approval, title shall remain with those members who 

desire to continue as a congregation of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren. 
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ARTICLE VII - Powers of the Congregation 

 

Section 1.    The powers of this congregation are those necessary to fulfill its purpose. 

 

Section 2.    The powers of this congregation are vested in the congregation meeting called and 

conducted as provided in this constitution and by-laws. 

 

Section 3.    Only such authority as is delegated in this constitution to the Board of Directors or 

Council of Elders is recognized.  All remaining authority is retained by the congregation.  The 

congregation is authorized to: 

 

A.   Call a pastor. 

 

B.        Terminate the call of a pastor. 

 

C.        Appoint or terminate the appointment of associates in ministry in accordance with the     

            applicable policy of the Church of the Lutheran Brethren of America. 

 

D.      Approve the annual budget.  Approval grants the Board of Directors the authority to  

          adjust the budget within 2% of the total authorized expenditures, not to exceed five             

            thousand dollars ($5,000), whichever is less. 

 

E. Acquire real and personal property by gift, purchase or other lawful means. 

 

F. Hold title to and use its property for any and all activities consistent with its purpose. 

 

G. Sell, mortgage lease, transfer or otherwise dispose of its property by any lawful means. 

 

H. Elect its officers, Board of Directors and Elders, and require them to carry out their 

duties in accordance with the constitution, by-laws and continuing resolutions. 

 

I. Terminate its relationship with the Church of the Lutheran Brethren of America as 

provided in Article V. 

 

J. Elect delegates from the Congregation to Regional and National Synodical 

administrative meetings. 
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ARTICLE VIII - Church Management 

 

Section 1.  Pastor 
 

   A.  A pastor of this congregation shall be a man whose soundness in faith, aptness to teach 

and educational qualification have been examined and approved by the church, and who 

has been properly ordained; who accepts and adheres to the confession of faith of the 

Church of the Lutheran Brethren of America, and accepts the constitution of Messiah 

Lutheran Brethren Church.  Every ordained minister called by this congregation shall 

particularly attend to the preaching of the Word, conducting public worship, providing 

pastoral care, and the administration of the Sacraments. 

1. Pastors called by this congregation shall, within the congregation, offer Christian 

instruction, confirm, marry, visit the sick and distressed, bury the dead, and install 

regularly elected members to the Board of Directors and Council of Elders. 

2. Upon acceptance of a call by the congregation, every ordained pastor will be accepted 

as a Confessing member of the Messiah Lutheran Brethren Church, with voting 

privileges. 

3. The Senior Pastor of the congregation, with the Council of Elders, shall administer 

church discipline to Confessing members. 

4. The Senior Pastor shall keep accurate parochial records of all baptisms, confirmations, 

marriages, burials, communicants, members received, members transferred, members 

removed from the rolls of the congregation, and shall submit a summary of such 

statistics to the Council of Elders and Board of Directors annually. 

5. Every pastor of the congregation shall seek out and encourage qualified persons to 

prepare for the ministry of the Gospel, and strive to extend the Kingdom of God in this 

community, nation and abroad. 

   

B. Authority to call a pastor shall be in this congregation by at least a two-thirds majority  

ballot vote of the Confessing members present and voting at a meeting legally called for 

that purpose.  The specific duties of the pastor, compensation and other matters pertaining 

to the service of the pastor shall be included in a letter of call.  The call of a pastor shall 

be carried out in the following manner: 

 

1. The call of a congregation, when accepted by a pastor, shall constitute a continuing  

      mutual relationship and commitment which, except in the case of death of the  

      pastor, shall be terminated only for the following reasons: 

       

a. Mutual agreement to terminate the call. 

 

b. Resignation of the pastor. 

 

c. Inability to conduct the pastoral office effectively in the congregation in view of 

local conditions, without reflection on the competence or the moral and spiritual 

character of the pastor. 
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d. The physical or mental incapacity of the pastor. 

 

e. Disqualifiication of the pastor through discipline on grounds of doctrine, 

morality or continued neglect of duty. 

 

f. Dissolution of the congregation. 

 

2. In the case of alleged physical or mental incapacity of the pastor or ineffective     

conduct of the pastoral office, it shall be the responsibility of the Council of 

Elders,  when such difficulties are personally known or have been brought to the 

Council’s attention by a petition signed by at least one-third of the Confessing 

members of the congregation, to investigate such conditions personally in 

company with a      committee of two ordained Church of the Lutheran Brethren of 

America ministers and one elder. 

 

i. In the case of alleged physical or mental incapacity, competent medical 

testimony shall also be obtained.  When such disability is evident, the 

Council of Elders, with the advice of the investigating committee, shall 

declare the pastorate vacant for a    period of time not to exceed 60 days.  A 

two-thirds vote of the Confessing members of the congregation voting in a 

legally called meeting is required to permanently vacate the pastorate.  

Upon the restoration of a disabled pastor to health, the Church of the 

Lutheran Brethren of America shall take steps to enable the pastor to 

resume the ministry, either in the congregation last served or in another 

field of labor. 

 

3. In the case of alleged local difficulties which imperil the effective functioning of 

the congregation, all concerned persons shall be heard, after which the Church of 

the Lutheran Brethren of America, together with the committee described in 

Article VII, Section 1B.2., shall decide on the course of action to be recommended 

to the pastor and the congregation.  If they agree to carry out such 

recommendations, no further action shall be taken.  If either party fails to assent, 

the congregation may dismiss the pastor by a two-thirds majority vote of the 

Confessing members present at a legally called meeting. 

 

4. The procedure listed in Article VIII, Section 1B.3, shall be invoked when 

questions of the pastor’s doctrine, morality or continued neglect of duty are 

involved. 

 

5. The resignation of a pastor shall be accepted by a simple majority of Confessing 

members at a legally called meeting of the congregation.  The resignation becomes 

effective after 90 days notice unless otherwise agreed. 

 

C. At the time of pastoral vacancy, an interim pastor may be appointed by the Church of the       

Lutheran Brethren of America with the consent of either this congregation or the Council 
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of Elders.  During the period of service, an interim pastor shall have the rights and duties 

of a regularly called pastor and may delegate the same in part to a supply pastor with the 

consent of the Council of Elders.  The interim pastor and any ordained pastor providing    

assistance shall refrain from exerting influence in the selection of the pastor. 

 

This congregation shall make satisfactory settlement of all obligations to a former pastor 

before calling a successor.  A pastor shall make satisfactory settlement of all financial 

obligations to this congregation. 

 

D. When a pastor is called to serve in company with another pastor or pastors, the privileges 

and responsibilities of each pastor shall be specified in documents to accompany the call.  

This call is to be drafted in consultation with the pastor (s), the Board of Directors and the 

Council of Elders.  As occasion results, the documents may be revised through similar 

consultations. 

 

 

Section 2.  Elders 

 

The Confessing members of this congregation shall elect, by a two-thirds majority vote, at least 

three male Confessing members to serve as Elders.  Those elected to that office constitute the 

Council of Elders.  The duties of the elders are to assist the pastor in the performance of his 

duties and to exercise such supervision that all activities of the Pastor, Board of Directors, and 

congregation are in accordance with the Word of God.  The Elders shall present to the 

congregation nominees for pastoral call.  In the absence of the pastor, one of the Elders shall 

lead the devotional meetings.  The Elders are elected for as long as the congregation finds 

practical.  (Note:  We recognize that an Elder is a gift of grace to the congregation.  For that 

reason, such an election is to be undertaken with much prayer and consideration.  Thus the 

election of an Elder generally means that the individual serves for a longer period of time.)  For 

purposes of convenience, however, the office of Elder comes up every three years at which 

time both the Elder and the congregation are free to express themselves as to his continued 

service.  An Elder may retire because of ill health, advanced age or any other valid reason, but 

he continues to serve the church as he has opportunity. 

 

The Elders shall elect annually one of their members to serve as Head Elder, whose duties shall 

encompass the calling of meetings, organization of meetings, agendas and the chairing of the 

Council of Elders meetings.  Furthermore, the Head Elder or his designee shall automatically 

be a voting member of the Board of Directors. 

 

A. Deaconate: 

a.   The Council of Elders will establish and oversee a service ministry entitled the 

“Deaconate”. 

b.  The function of the Deaconate is to assist the Council of Elders, and the Board 

of Directors, as servants; ministering to the body in practical ways.  

c.   The “Deaconate” to consist of one or more “Deacons” or Deaconess’, which 

are nominated for Congregational approval by the Council of Elders, and 

affirmed by the Board of Directors.  Nominees shall be Confessing members 
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of the Congregation in good standing.  Election by the Congregation shall be 

by a simple majority for a maximum term of two years; the expiration of said 

terms of office will be staggered. 

d.  The Deaconate will send a representative to Board of Directors meetings to 

serve as a liaison between the Board and the Deaconate ministry. 

 

 

Section 3.  Board of Directors. 

 

Each year at its annual meeting, this congregation shall hold elections for the purpose of filling 

vacancies on the Board of Directors.  Vacancies on the Board of Directors shall be filled by a 

simply majority vote of the Confessing members of the congregation.  The Board of Directors 

consists of the chairpersons for each of the functions/committees described in Article VIII, 

Section 5-12.  It is the function of the Board of Directors to oversee the operation of all said 

committees and to supervise the Church’s lay employees.  The tenure of the board shall be so 

arranged that one third of the terms expire annually.  Vacancies occurring at interim shall be 

filled by the Board of Directors.   The appointee to serve until the next annual meeting of the 

congregation, at which time, if nominated, the Confessing Members of the congregation shall 

vote on whether or not to approve the appointee to complete an unexpired term.  The Senior 

Pastor shall be a voting member of the Board of Directors.  Only Confessing Members of this 

congregation as defined in this constitution, Article IX, Section 1.A., may be elected or 

appointed to the Board of Directors. 

 

 

Section 4. Property Trustees 

 

The Confessing members of the congregation shall, by simply majority vote at its annual 

meeting, elect, or re-elect, at least three Confessing members to serve as Property Trustees.  

The terms of office shall be staggered so that only one trustee comes up for re-election in any 

year.  The duties of the trustees shall be to see to the proper maintenance, protection and 

appearance of all property of the congregation, and shall take care that the same is kept in good 

repair.  It shall also be the responsibility and authority of the Property Trustees to make 

recommendations to the congregation for the rental, lease or purchase of property where prior 

congregation permission is required as specified in the by-laws.  The trustees shall have the 

authority, within the limits of the congregationally approved annual budget, to expend financial 

resources of the Church as approved by the Treasurer.  The trustees shall elect annually one of 

their members to serve as the Head Trustee, whose duties shall encompass the calling of 

meetings, organization of meetings, agendas, and the chairing of the Property Trustee meetings.  

Furthermore, the Head Trustee, or his/her designee, shall automatically be a voting member of 

the Board of Directors.” 

 

 

Section 5. Chairman of the Board of Directors. 

 

The chairman shall lead all business meetings and congregational meetings.  The chairman 

shall be a member of the Board of Directors other than the Senior Pastor.  The chairman shall 
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be a Confessing member of the congregation, and is elected by a simply majority vote of the 

Confessing members for a three-year term.  The Board of Directors shall elect from its 

membership a vice-chairman for the congregation, who, in the absence of the chairman, leads 

the business meetings. 

 

 

Section 6.  Treasurer. 

 

The treasurer shall be elected by a simply majority vote of the Confessing members for a three-

year term.  That person shall receive and deposit funds belonging to the congregation, keep 

accurate accounts of the same and report on the financial status of the congregation whenever 

required by the Board of Directors.  The treasurer shall pay all obligations of the congregation 

as well as such other payments as are authorized by the Board of Directors.  A Confessing 

member of the congregation shall be appointed by the Treasurer, and confirmed by a majority 

vote of the Board of Directors, to serve as the congregation’s Financial Secretary.  The 

Financial Secretary’s term of office shall be 3 years to run coincidental with the Treasurer’s 

term of office.  The duties of the Financial Secretary shall be to assist the Treasurer in the 

handling of church monies, maintenance of the Church’s stewardship records, and 

responsibility for conducting audits of Church receipts.  The Financial Secretary shall make 

quarterly progress reports to the Stewardship Committee chairperson.  The Treasurer shall be a 

member of the Board of Directors. 

 

 

Section 7.  Secretary 

 

The Confessing members of the congregation shall elect a secretary for a three-year term.  The 

duties of this office are to keep accurate minutes of the transactions and decisions made at the 

business meetings of the congregation and Board of Directors, care for their correspondence 

and submit a complete report at every business meeting of either the congregation or the Board 

of Directors.  The Secretary is a member of the Board of Directors. 

 

 

Section 8 Christian Education. 

 

There shall be a committee on Christian Education.  Its chairperson shall be elected to a three-

year term by the Confessing members of the congregation at its annual meeting.  The duties of 

this committee shall be to provide, promote, maintain and direct the education program of the 

congregation, such as Sunday School, weekday school, daily Vacation Bible School, Super 

Church and the selection of materials and teachers to conduct these activities.  The chairperson 

of the Christian Education committee shall be a member of the Board of Directors. 

 

 

Section 9 Social Ministry. 

 

There shall be a committee on Social Ministry.  Its chairperson shall be elected to a three-year 

term by the Confessing members of the congregation at its annual meeting.  The duties of this 
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committee shall be to extend Christian compassion and helpfulness to the ill, the aged, the 

orphaned, the underprivileged, the imprisoned, and in general, to persons of all ages in need of 

aid in body and soul.  It shall strive to enlist in these efforts as many as possible of the 

individual members and organizations of the congregation.  This committee shall further have 

the duty to study social issues, primarily in the local community, in order to bring the cleansing 

and healing light of Christian discussion of facts and issues.  The committee on Social Ministry 

shall also organize all social functions.  The chairperson of the Social Ministry committee shall 

be a member of the Board of Directors. 

 

 

Section 10 Youth Ministry. 

 

There shall be a committee on Youth Ministry.  Its chairperson shall be elected to a three-year 

term by the Confessing members of the congregation at its annual meeting.  The duties of this 

committee shall be to promote the spiritual well being of the youth of the congregation and the 

community through fellowship, Bible Study, retreats and activities.  The chairperson of the 

Youth Ministry committee shall be a member of the Board of Directors. 

 

 

Section 11 Evangelism. 

 

There shall be a committee on Evangelism.  Its chairperson shall be elected to a three-year term 

by the Confessing members of the congregation at its annual meeting.  The duties of this 

committee shall be to stimulate, lead and train all members of the congregation in its endeavors 

to reawaken the spiritually indifferent and to reach others, who are unwon with the gospel and 

attach them to Christ’s Church.  To this end, the committee shall devote itself to deepening 

spiritual life and to pursuing the call of the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20).  The 

chairperson of the Evangelism committee shall be a member of the Board of Directors. 

 

 

Section 12 Stewardship. 

 

There shall be a committee on Stewardship.  Its chairperson shall be elected to a three-year 

term by the Confessing members of the congregation at its annual meeting.  The duties of this 

committee shall be to evoke and promote the expression of Christian faith in daily living; to 

teach the Christian use of money; to diffuse knowledge of the congregation’s local, national 

and worldwide ministries; and to lead all its members to higher levels of proportionate giving 

for the Lord’s work.  This committee shall also be responsible for congregational efforts which 

lead to informed and grateful giving.  The chairperson of the Stewardship committee shall be a 

member of the Board of Directors. 

 

 

Section 13 Music and Worship. 

 

There shall be a committee on Music and Worship.  Its chairperson shall be elected to a three-

year term by the Confessing members of the congregation at its annual meeting.  The duties of 
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this committee shall be to assist the Board of Directors in seeing that the services of God’s 

house are conducted regularly, that competent ushers are recruited and trained, that hymnals 

and other devotional materials are provided and properly cared for.  This committee shall 

supervise and strive to advance the welfare and effective service of paraments, vestments and 

musical instruments and, in consultation with the pastor, the organist and the choir director, 

shall furnish music supplies appropriate for use in the worship of a congregation of the Church 

of the Lutheran Brethren of America.  The chairperson of the Music and Worship committee 

shall be a member of the Board of Directors. 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE IX - Membership 

 

Section 1.  Members of this congregation shall be those baptized persons on the roll of the 

congregation at the time that this constitution is adopted and those who are admitted thereafter 

and who have declared and maintained their membership in accordance with the provisions of 

this constitution and its bylaws.  Membership in this congregation is defined as follows: 

A. Confessing Members – Confessing members shall have been baptized into “the name of 

the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” confess personal faith in the Lord 

Jesus Christ, maintain a good reputation in the community, and accept this constitution. 

1. Confessing members shall not belong to a secret society that either rejects, in its 

rule or statutes, the Christian doctrine, or has rites it uses at public occasions that do 

not elevate the name of Christ or rejects His atonement and exclusive saving power. 

2. All requests for Confessing membership, whether by transfer or application, are 

made to, and require the approval of, the Council of Elders. 

3. Only Confessing Members of the congregation, who have reached eighteen (18) 

years of age or older, and have not become inactive in the church as defined in 

Article IX., Section 5.E, may vote at congregational business meetings. 

4. Confessing members removed from the rolls due to inactivity as defined in Article 

IX., Section 5.E., shall be considered as Parishioners of the congregation.  

Reinstatement of Confessing membership must be made by application to the 

Council of Elders. 

B. Baptized Children of the Congregation –Shall be both children baptized in the 

congregation and all baptized children of Confessing members.   

1. Status continues until they reach eighteen years of age, and have applied and 

been accepted as Confessing members of the congregation,  Those not accepted 

as Confessing members shall be designated as Parishioners of the congregation.  
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2. The congregation shall diligently guide these children and youth by teaching the 

Word of God and modeling godly attitudes and behavior.  The congregation 

shall arrange for Sunday schools, Bible schools, youth ministries, pastoral 

instruction, confirmation, and other Christian training programs.  These young 

people shall be made the subjects of prayer as the congregation seeks to guide 

them to conscious faith, spiritual growth and Confessing membership in the 

church. 

C. Parishioners – Baptized Children of the Congregation become parishioners if, upon 

reaching eighteen (18) years of age or older, they have not been received into the 

congregation as Confessing members.  In addition, the Council of Elders may include 

as parishioners those who wish to call Messiah Lutheran Brethren Church their church 

home but have not applied and been accepted as either Confessing members, or as 

Baptized Children of the Congregation. 

1. The congregation shall endeavor to show Parishioners both Christian love and 

interest, and shall arrange for such work among them as will be in accordance 

with the Word of God.  The congregation will seek to win them for God. 

2. Parishioners shall have the privilege of being served by the Pastor in his 

ministerial capacity, as defined in Article VIII, Section 1. 

3. The Council of Elders may remove the names of Parishioners from the roles 

when they deem it necessary or advisable. 

 

Section 2.   It shall be the duty of Confessing members to avail themselves faithfully of the          

means of grace, joining regularly in the services of worship of this congregation, hearing the 

Word of God preached and partaking of the Lord’s Supper.  They shall earnestly study the Holy 

Scriptures and observe private and family devotions.  As is fitting for those who the Holy Spirit 

has called to faith and discipleship, the members of this congregation shall live a Christian life 

in love, humility and peace, endeavoring through admonition, consolation and encouragement 

to edify one another.  They shall endeavor to promote the unity and welfare of the congregation 

as a family of God. 

 

Section 3.  Confessing member parents shall present their children for Holy Baptism in early 

infancy and shall diligently nurture them in the Christian faith in the home and in the 

educational ministries provided by the congregation.  If at the time of confirmation it becomes 

evident to the Pastor(s) and Council of Elders that a Baptized Child of the congregation does 

not want to live in conscious fellowship with God, he or she will, if less than 18 years of age, 

remain a Baptized Child of the congregation;  if he or she is 18 years of age or older, they will 

be listed as a parishioner of the congregation.  The congregation shall endeavor to show these 

persons both love and interest, and shall arrange for such definitive work among them as will 

be in accordance with the Word of God and this congregation, and which will seek to win them 

for God and the Church. 
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Section 4.  All members of the congregation shall have the opportunity of being served by the 

Pastor in his ministerial capacity in the instances of weddings, baptisms, Christian instruction 

and funerals. 

 

Section 5.  Membership rolls of this congregation shall be reviewed annually by the Council of 

Elders and brought up to date.  Termination of membership by the Council of Elders shall only 

be for any of the following reasons: 

 

  A.  Death of the member 

 

  B.  Resignation of the member 

    

C.  Transfer or Release of member 

 

            D.  Disciplinary action of the member by the Council of Elders 

 

E.  Removal of Confessing members by the Council of elders due to inactivity 

(inactivity may be defined as a Confessing member not having communed or made a 

contribution of record during the previous calendar year). 

 

Persons removed from the rolls of membership shall remain persons for whom the Church and 

the congregation have a continuing pastoral concern.  The Council of Elders, when it considers 

it to be reasonable, will continue to keep persons of concern listed as parishioners. 

 

 

 

ARTICLE X – Congregation Meeting (Assembly) 

 

Section 1.  The annual meeting (assembly) of this congregation shall be held at a time specified 

in the bylaws, and shall be presided over by the Chairman of the Board of Directors. 

 

Section 2.  A special congregational meeting may either be called by the Pastor, Head Elder, or 

Chairman of the Board of Directors, or by a majority vote of the Board of Directors.  A special 

congregational meeting shall be called at the written request of ten percent of the Confessing 

members of the congregation to either the Head Elder or the Chairman of the Board of 

Directors.  The call for each special meeting shall specify the purpose for which it is to be held 

and no other business shall be transacted. 

 

Section 3.  Subject to applicable civil laws, all Confessing members (see Article IX, Section 

1.A.) shall be eligible to vote in all congregational meetings. 

 

Section 4.  Notice of all meetings of this congregation shall be given at the services of worship 

on the preceding two consecutive Sundays and by mail to all Confessing members at least 10 

days in advance of the date of the meeting.  The posting of such notice in the regular mail, with 

the regular postage affixed or paid, sent to the last known address of such Confessing members 

shall be sufficient. 
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Section 5.  Ten percent of the Confessing members shall be present to constitute a quorum.  

Absentee ballots will not be considered in the establishment of the quorum. 

 

Section 6.  Voting by proxy shall not be permitted. 

 

Section 7.  Voting by absentee ballot shall be permitted providing the provisions of Article IX, 

Section 1A. (Confessing member) of this constitution are met, and no changes to the 

announced written issues are made.  Only those issues printed on the absentee ballot may be 

considered / counted by the Board of Directors.  Requests for absentee ballots must be made in 

writing to the Board of Directors for consideration.  The absentee ballot will be sent to the 

requestor at the discretion of the Board of Directors and must be returned to the Board of 

Directors two days prior to the scheduled meeting date that to which the ballot applies. 

 

Section 8.  All actions by the congregation shall be by simple majority vote of the assembly 

except as otherwise provided in this constitution. 

 

Section 9.  Robert’s Rules of Order, latest edition, shall govern parliamentary procedures of all 

meetings, unless otherwise stated in this Constitution and Bylaws. 

 

 

 

ARTICLE XI – Amendments to the Constitution 

 

Section 1.  This constitution can be amended by a two-thirds majority vote of the Confessing 

members present at a given annual meeting of the congregation, providing a motion for 

amendment has been presented or read at a previously called legal meeting.  The proposed 

amendments must be presented in writing at a regularly scheduled Board of Directors meeting 

in the month prior to the reading of the proposed amendments.  The Board of Directors will 

forward all proposed amendments to the Confessing members of the congregation in writing 30 

days prior to the annual meeting. 

 

 

ARTICLE XII - Bylaws 

 

Section 1.  All bylaws of committees of this congregation, as defined by Bylaw IV, will be 

submitted to and approved by the Board of Directors. 

 

Section 2.  All bylaws that govern the Board of Directors will require a two-thirds majority vote 

of the members currently serving on the Board of Directors.  These bylaws are subject to 

review by the congregation and may be amended or deleted at a legally called meeting of the 

congregation by a two-thirds majority of those Confessing members present. 
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BYLAWS OF MESSIAH LUTHERAN BRETHREN CHURCH 

 

OF NEW JERSEY 

 

BYLAW 1 – Elections 

 

Section 1.  Call of a pastor shall be by written ballot at a properly called congregation meeting.  

Balloting shall be limited at any one meeting to a single nomination presented by the Council 

of Elders with at least two-thirds of the board members concurring. 

 

Section 2.  Election of Elders shall be by written ballot at a properly called congregation 

meeting.  Balloting shall be limited at any one meeting to nominations presented by the Board 

of Directors with at least two-thirds of the board members concurring.  A two-thirds majority 

ballot of the Confessing members in assembly shall be necessary for election. 

 

Section 3.  Elections to the Board of Directors can be made by written or verbal ballot at a 

properly called congregational meeting, using Robert’s Rules of Order.  A nominating 

committee will be formed by the Board of Directors to develop a list of nominees.  The 

Confessing members of the congregation may nominate Confessing members of the 

congregation for election to the Board of Directors. 

 

Section 4. Election of Trustees to the Property Trustees shall be made by written ballot at a 

properly called congregation meeting.  Balloting shall be limited at any one meeting to 

nominations presented by the Board of Directors with at least two thirds of the Board members 

concurring.  A simple majority of the Confessing members in assembly is necessary for 

election.” 

 

Section 5.  A Quorum of ten percent (10%) of Confessing members will be established from 

the rolls of the congregations as of the Friday before a legally called congregational meeting.  

This quorum will be announced at the beginning of all meetings and be used to conduct all 
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voting to include elections, proposals, and orderly processing of business in accordance with 

this Constitution and its Bylaws. 

 

Section 6.   Election of Congregational Delegates to Regional or National Synodical Meetings: 

 

A. Congregational delegates to Regional or National Synodical meetings shall be 

nominated to the Congregation by the Council of Elders, with at least 2/3 of the Board 

of Directors concurring.   As many delegates, along with a sufficient number of 

alternates, as are allowed for the specified meeting(s) shall be presented to the 

Congregation for an affirmative vote. 

B. Election of delegates shall be held either at a regular annual congregational meeting, or 

at a special meeting called specifically for said purpose. 

C. A Quorum of ten percent (10%) of Confessing members will be established from the 

rolls of the congregations as of the Friday before a legally called congregational 

meeting.  This quorum will be announced at the beginning of all meetings and be used 

to conduct all voting to include elections, proposals, and orderly processing of business 

in accordance with this Constitution and its Bylaws. 

D. A simple majority of the Confessing members in assembly is necessary for election of 

the delegates. 

 

Section 7.  Election of the Deaconate 

 

A. The Council of Elders will present to the Board of Directors candidates for the 

Deaconate.  Election of Deacons / Deaconess’ shall be by written ballot at a properly 

called congregation meeting.  Balloting shall be limited at any one meeting to 

nominations presented by the Board of Directors with at least two-thirds of the board 

members concurring.  A simple majority ballot of the Confessing members in assembly 

shall be necessary for election to the Deaconate. 

 

 

 

BYLAW II – Church Policy 

 

The Council of Elders shall, with the assistance of the Pastor(s), adopt written church policies 

on marriage, confirmation, baptism, and church discipline by a unanimous vote of the Elders.  

These policies are subject to review by the congregation and may be amended or deleted at a 

legally called meeting of the congregation by a two-thirds majority of those Confessing 

members present.  These policies, once adopted, shall be made available to the congregation as 

an appendix to the Constitution. 
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BYLAW III – Annual Congregational Meeting 

 

Section 1.  The annual meeting will be held during the month of January of every year.  The 

meeting will be held in the congregational building unless announced differently in writing at 

least 20 days prior to the scheduled meeting.  The time of the meeting, when established, must 

be published in accordance with Article X, Section 4 of this constitution. 

 

Section 2.  If a quorum of Confessing members is not established at the scheduled annual 

meeting, then the annual meeting will be held two weeks from the original scheduled meeting 

at the same time and place stated in Section 1.  As a minimum, formal notification for the 

second scheduled meeting will be announced at the service of worship in the preceding two 

consecutive Sundays. 

 

Section 3.  If a quorum of Confessing members is not established at the first scheduled annual 

meeting, the adopted budget from the preceding year will remain in effect. 

 

 

 

BYLAW IV – Committees 

 

Section 1.  Standing Committees. 

 

Standing Committees are defined in this constitution, Article VIII, Sections 8 through 13. 

 

Section 2.  Special Committees. 

 

A. Special Committees (also known as Independent Committees and 

Subcommittees), are established by the Board of Directors.  The Special 

Committees are subject to the following rules: 

 

1. A chairman will be appointed for each committee established. 

 

2. A chairman will attend all scheduled meetings of the Board of 

Directors and report to the Chairman of the Board. 

 

3. The committee will have no voting rights but may make 

comments on business conducted. 

 

4. The committee will be required to submit to the Board of 

Directors a final written report before the committee is terminated. 

 

5. Special Committees will cease to function when the reason for 

establishment has been fulfilled but not to exceed 12 months.  The 

Board of Directors may terminate any Special Committee. 
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B. Nominations Committee 

 

1. The members of this committee will be appointed annually by the 

Board of Directors as defined in Messiah Lutheran Brethren 

Church constitution Article VIII, Section 3, no later than the 

October business meeting of the Board of Directors. 

 

2. This committee will consist of at least two lay people, an Elder, 

the Pastor, and a member of the Board of Directors. 

 

3. In addition to Section 2. A. above, the chairman of this committee 

will report to the congregation at the annual Congregational 

Meeting at which time this committee will cease to function. 

 

4. This committee shall solicit from Confessing members of the 

congregation (as defined in Messiah Lutheran Brethren Church 

constitution Article IX, Section 1.A.) those members wishing to 

serve God and Messiah Lutheran Brethren Church as members of 

the Board of Directors.  The number of positions to be filled will 

be based on the rotational schedule (as defined in Messiah 

Lutheran Brethren Church Bylaws) and any position vacated out 

of normal rotational schedule. 

 

5. Final nominations of this committee will be presented for final 

approval to the Board of Directors during the regularly scheduled 

Board of Directors’ meeting in the month of December. 

 

C. Budget Committee 

 

1.   The members of this committee will be the Chairman of the Board of 

Directors, the Treasurer, the Stewardship Committee Chairperson, plus 

one other member of the Board of Directors. 

 

2.   This committee will be formed no later than the first of November of 

each year. 

 

3.   The Treasurer will chair this committee and will report to the 

congregation at the annual congregational meeting at which time this 

committee will cease to function. 

 

4.   The final proposed budget for the upcoming fiscal year will be 

presented to the Board of Directors during the regularly scheduled 

Board of Directors meeting in the month of December. 
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D. Auditing Committee 

     

1. The members of this committee will be the Vice Chairman of the 

Board of Directors, the Stewardship Committee Chairperson, and 

a Confessing member of the congregation other than either the 

Financial Secretary or a member of the Board of Directors. 

 

2. This committee will be formed no later than the close of the 

regularly held January meeting of the Board of Directors. 

 

3. The Vice Chairman will chair this committee and in addition to 

the duties stated in Section 2.A. will make a written report to the 

congregation as to the efficiency and accuracy of the church’s 

financial records for the previous fiscal year. 

 

 

 

BYLAW V – Board of Directors 

 

Section 1.  Meetings. 

 

Meetings will be held monthly on dates established by a two-thirds majority vote of the Board 

of Directors; the time of the start of the meeting to be 7:30 PM.  At the beginning of each 

church fiscal year the scheduled dates for the Board meetings must be published in the church 

newsletter and forwarded to all church members.  Exception; no meeting is normally scheduled 

for the month of July. 

 

A. Cancellations/Changes 

 

1.  Meetings may be cancelled or changed by the Board Chairman (or 

assistant Chairman in the absence of a Chairman) if: 

a. It is known in advance that a quorum, as defined in Section 2.b 

will not be available. 

b. The meeting falls on a holiday. 

c. Inclement weather arises.   

 

2. Special meetings may be called by the Chairman or the Vice 

Chairman. 

 

3. Executive meetings will be held for the purpose of conducting 

administrative actions for paid employees of the congregation 

and/or for the review of nominees to the Board of Directors.  This 

will be a closed meeting.        

 

B. Attendance 
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1. The following individuals should attend all meetings: 

 

a. Pastor (Senior Pastor if more than one) 

 

b. Head Elder or Elder designee 

 

c. Chairman of the Board or the Assistant Chairman 

 

2. In consideration of the importance that each board position 

contributes to the orderly and efficient operation of this church, 

board members, as defined in Article VIII, Section 5 thru 13 of this 

constitution, are expected to attend all meetings. 

 

C. Visitors and Guests 

 

All meetings, other than executive, are open meetings and may be attended by any 

member of this congregation 

 

Section 2.  Voting 

A. All individuals identified in Section 1.B. above, except the Chairman, have one vote 

on all issues.  The Chairman’s vote will be as described in Roberts Rules of Order.  

B. Quorum:  To conduct any official business, six of the individuals identified in 

Section 1.B. above must be present.  If a quorum cannot be established, the meeting 

may be continued to review matters which may require the calling of a special 

meeting as defined in Section 1.A. above. 

C. A two-thirds majority of all voting board members, identified in Section 1.B, above, 

is required to adopt bylaws for the Board of Directors or Standing Committee.  

D. A simple majority of the voting board members present is required to adopt bylaws, 

rules, procedures, or policies of Special Committees. 

 

Section 3.  Rotation Schedule for the Board of Directors Members 

 

A. Starting with the 2006 Annual Congregational Meeting, the congregation shall elect 

Confessing members to fill the Board of Directors Committee Chairperson positions 

of Secretary, Youth Ministry, and Property.  Elections to fill these positions will be 

held once every three years thereafter. 

 

B. Starting with the 2007 Annual Congregational Meeting, the congregation shall elect 

Confessing members to fill the Board of Directors Committee Chairperson positions 

of Treasurer, Christian Education, Chairman of the Board, and Social Ministry. 

Elections to fill these positions will be held once every three years thereafter. 
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C. Starting with the 2008 Annual Congregational Meeting, the congregation shall elect 

Confessing members to fill the Board of Directors positions of Stewardship, Music 

& Worship, and Evangelism.  Elections to fill these positions shall be held once 

every three years thereafter. 

 

Section 4.  Designated Giving 

A. A designated fund may only be established when proposed by either the Board of 

Directors or the Council of Elders and has been approved by a two-thirds majority 

vote of a quorum of the Confessing members present at a lawfully called meeting of 

the congregation as per Article X, Section 4 of this constitution. 

1. Unused designated funds may, by a simple majority vote of the Confessing 

members of the congregation present at a lawfully called meeting of the 

congregation, be undesignated and placed in the general fund. 

 


